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Although the committee has had less face to face meetings this year, we have had telephone conference 
meetings which make it an easier option for those who have to travel a long distance. Our main objective this 

year has been to give support to ‘Soisgeul’ 

 
‘Soisgeul’, the Gaelic Gospel Choir  
Our journey started in February, when choristers were invited to take part in this 
exciting project. The aim: To work with Demus Productions to create a TV 
Documentary following the journey of this unique choir as they entered the BBC 
Songs of Praise Gospel Choir of the Year competition and subsequently travelled to 
the United States to discover at first hand how a Gospel Choir works. 
A Musical Director, Mary Ann Kennedy, was appointed, the choir was selected from 
over 130 expressions of interest and a new committee was formed to help take this 
new choir forward.  
 We had two fantastic workshop weekends in Inverness, where Watercolour Studios 
recorded our entry for the competition. We sang at the Solas Festival in Perth in June, 
where we were joined by more choristers. Although we did not get through to the 
Songs of Praise Final, the adventure continues. We will be performing the two pieces 
on stage in Oban at the end of the Friday afternoon competitions. In November, we 
head to Fort William to record a service which will be broadcast on Christmas Eve. 
Although this will be a Christmas Service, footage of the Soisgeul journey so far will 
be included in the programme.  The next part of the project is to take some choristers 
to the States in the Spring to coincide with a Gospel Festival…… Watch this Space! 
Hopefully this is only the start of even more exciting opportunities for Gaelic 
Choristers to get together. 
 
Here we are performing at the Solas Festival and apparently inspiring the creation of the prayer flags. 
 

        
 



 
Mod Naiseanta Rioghail, Oban 

Please note that this year, due to the venues all being fairly close together, there 
will be no shuttle bus service. If you do intend to hire local transport, it has 

been suggested that you try Awe Service Station on 01866 822612. 
 
Also be aware that parking in Oban is notoriously difficult as so many of the 

hotels along the esplanade do not have car parks. 
 
There will be a Marquee beside the Corran Halls serving refreshments all week. 
 
The Massed Choirs on Saturday will start off from the Station Square at 10.30 

am, setting off at 11.00 am, and finish up at the Corran Halls. If you have 
not already let the Association know approximate numbers of choristers 
attending, could you please do so ASAP. This is to give the local committee 
an idea of numbers for packed lunches. 

 
Bring along your blue/purple books.  The repertoire will include the prescribed 

choral pieces as well as a selection including Suas Leis a’ Ghaidhlig, 
Athchuinge, Cearcall a’ Chuain, Sine Bhan and Gleann Bhaile Chaoil. 

 
Rehearsal Space: The Oban Community Trust has offered the use of the huts in 

the grounds of the former Rockfield Primary School as chill out/practice 
spaces for individuals and choirs. They will also be serving teas and coffees 

during the week. These will be available on a bookable basis with a 
suggested donation to the Community Trust. 

Email: info@obancommunitiestrust.org.uk 
 

CARE FOR A CEILIDH 
' Care for a Ceilidh' is a scheme for gaelic singers and traditional musicians to 

provide short concerts to residents of care homes and hospices. It is the 
brainchild of the legend that is Donnie Maroot, man of many talents. 

He is delighted to bring a taste of the Mod to residents of Oban's care homes: 
Avril Allen and her fantastic Coisir Sgire a' Bhac will be visiting North Argyll 

House on Wednesday 14th and the following day, the superstars from the 
Laxdale Ladies, under the baton of Debbie Woods, will be entertaining the 

residents of Eadar Glinn Home. 

                                            



    
VACANY 

The Association is looking for a Secretary to take over following the 
AGM.  Kenny Thomson kindly agreed to cover this post on a 

temporary basis last November. 
We know Mike McLintock is a hard act to follow, but please have a chat 

to committee members during Mod week if you are interested. 
 

 
 

Notice of AGM 
The AGM of the Association will take place in the Royal Highland Hotel, 
Inverness on Saturday 16th January 2016 at 2 pm (please note a change to 

the usual date) 
 

Can all choirs make sure they have submitted a translation of their own 
choice piece to Alasdair.maccuish@hotmail.co.uk  so the words can be 

displayed  on the big screen during the Choral competitions. 
 

 
 
 
 
Current Committee 
President—Jackie Cotter, Vice-president—Ceitidh Smith, Treasurer—Jim McKinnon, 
Acting secretary—Kenny Thomson, Committee members—June Riddell, Donnie 
Maroot, Kerrie Finlay, Vic Linneman, John Archbold, Mairi MacLoud 
 
James Graham and Janet MacDonald are invited to attend meetings on behalf An 
Comunn Gaidhealach 
 
 

Association Email: gaelicgospelchoir@hotmail.com 
 
 


