
Tarbert celebrates George Campbell Hay Centenary with new music and art 

In December 2015 it will be a hundred years since the birth one of Scotland’s most 
prolific poets: George Campbell Hay (8 December 1915). This is to be celebrated in 
Tarbert (Loch Fyne), Argyll, with a series of music, art and language workshops 
throughout 2015, culminating in a concert of new music and an art/photography 
exhibition on 5 December 2015. 

A significant proportion of Hay’s poetry focuses on Tarbert (Loch Fyne) and Kintyre. Hay 
describes beautifully the areas in and around Tarbert, Loch Fyne, the glens, hills and 
forests. And as poet of the sea and frequent guest on fishing boats to the fishing grounds 
of the Clyde, much of Hay’s poetry depicts sea journeys, the lives of fishermen, 
treacherous seas, and frequent references to the gannet or solan.  
 
The George Campbell Hay Centenary Celebration aims to celebrate, appreciate and 
share the brilliance of George Campbell Hays’ poetry, by creating new music, new art 
and photography to depict Hay’s work, and by rediscovering some of the languages in 
which Hay wrote. 
 
With workshops covering themes including Gaelic, Scots, Music, Vocal, Choral, Art and 
Photography, participants will be able to perform or create new works and new 
depictions of Hay’s poetry; all with the aim of getting more people interested in and 
appreciating Hay’s works. Walks focusing on scenes depicted in Hay’s poetry will also 
be organised. Signboards using artwork/photography produced during the year will be 
erected at various points in Tarbert and QR codes at these signboards will enable 
smartphone users to find links to Hay’s poems, new music, artwork and photography 
relevant to that part of the walk. 
 
A final part of the centenary celebration will be a book and accompanying CD, ‘In the 
footsteps of George Campbell Hay’. This will include some of Hay’s poetry, new music, 
and new art and photography that depict his poetry visually.  
 

Workshops 

Gaelic workshops for Beginners – with Joy Dunlop 
If you’ve always wanted to learn Gaelic, now’s your chance! A series of workshop 
weekends is being held in Tarbert, Loch Fyne, in which you can learn the basics of 
Gaelic. By the end of the workshops you will be able to introduce yourself and ask and 
tell about activities such as your work, your hobbies and where you live. The workshops 
are being offered as part of the George Campbell Hay Centenary Celebration to 
celebrate the works of prolific Tarbert poet, George Campbell Hay. Participants will also 
be encouraged to learn to recite some of Hay’s Gaelic poetry at the Centenary concert 
on 5 December 2015, accompanied by a musical soundscape and display of visual 
art/photography.  
Joy is a renowned Gaelic tutor, singer, musician and presenter from Connel, Argyll. 
 
Workshop dates: 2-3 May, 23-24 May, 5-6 September, 26-27 September, 31 October - 1 
November, 21-22 November 
Cost: £25 per weekend 
For more information or to register for the workshops email: gchcc@outlook.com 



 
 
Scots poetry workshops – Derrick McClure 
A series of poetry workshops is being held in Tarbert, Loch Fyne, to celebrate the 
centenary of prolific Tarbert poet, George Campbell Hay. Workshop participants will be 
able to study Hay’s poetry, his use of language and Scots in general, as well as learn 
about Hay’s literary context as a Scots Renaissance poet. What’s more, participants will 
be encouraged to learn to recite some of Hay’s Scots poetry at the Centenary concert on 
5 December 2015, accompanied by a musical soundscape and display of visual 
art/photography. 
Derrick is Honorary Senior Lecturer at the school of Language and Literature at the 
University of Aberdeen and Research Fellow at the University of the Highlands and 
Islands. 
 
Workshop dates: 2-3 May, 23-24 May, 5-6 September, 3-4 October, 31 October - 1 
November, 21-22 November  
Cost: £25 per weekend 
For more information or to register for the workshops email: gchcc@outlook.com 
 
 
Love singing! Then why not join a series of choral workshops with Kenny Thomson 
A series of choral workshops is being organised in Tarbert, Loch Fyne, as part of the 
Centenary Celebration to celebrate the works of prolific Tarbert poet, George Campbell 
Hay. As well as learning aspects of vocal and choral technique from the renowned Kenny 
Thomson, participants will have the opportunity to perform new choral settings of Hay’s 
poetry in Gaelic, Scots and English, including Kenny’s own setting of one of Hay’s most 
well-known poems, Seeker Reaper. No knowledge of Gaelic or Scots required! 
Participants will have the opportunity to perform at the centenary concert in Tarbert on 5 
December 2015 as well as the opportunity to record at least one new choral work for the 
George Campbell Hay Centenary CD.  
Kenny is secretary of the Association of Gaelic Choirs and has been conductor of the 
Glasgow Gaelic Musical Association for over 30 years. 
 
Workshop dates: 2-3 May, 23-24 May, 5-6 September, 3-4 October, 31 October - 1 
November, 21-22 November 
Cost: £20 per weekend 
For more information or to register for the workshops email: gchcc@outlook.com 
 
 
Create musical soundscapes and new music with Finlay Wells  
A series of music workshops is being organised in Tarbert, Loch Fyne, as part of the 
Centenary Celebration to celebrate the works of prolific Tarbert poet, George Campbell 
Hay. Musicians and singers with a good command of their instrument/voice are 
encouraged to register for these creative workshops. During the workshops participants 
will stimulated to create soundscapes to accompany recitals of Hay’s poetry as well as to 
perform new vocal/instrumental settings of Hay’s poetry. Participants will have the 
opportunity to perform at the centenary concert in Tarbert on 5 December 2015 as well 
as the opportunity to record at least one new choral work for the George Campbell Hay 
Centenary CD.  
Finlay is a music producer and much sought-after performer and tutor. 



 
Workshop dates: 2-3 May, 30-31 May, 5-6 September, 3-4 October, 31 October - 1 
November, 21-22 November 
Cost: £25 per weekend 
For more information or to register for the workshops email: gchcc@outlook.com 
 
 
Create new artwork with Artmap Argyll 
Ever wanted to try your hand at depicting the written word visually? A series of art 
workshops is being held in Tarbert, Loch Fyne, to celebrate the centenary of prolific 
Tarbert poet, George Campbell Hay. Supported by Artmap Argyll you can create 
various works of art to depict George Campbell Hay’s poetry visually, using the area 
around Tarbert as inspiration. These will be exhibited at the Centenary 
concert/exhibition on 5 December 2015 and may be used for the Centenary book/CD 
cover and on information boards for Hay-inspired walks. 

Workshop dates: 2-3 May, 23-24 May, 5-6 September, 3-4 October, 31 October - 1 
November, 21-22 November 
Cost: £25 per weekend 
For more information or to register for the workshops email: gchcc@outlook.com 
 
George Campbell Hay: Photography Workshop 

A series of photography workshops are being organised in Tarbert, Loch Fyne, as part of 
the Centenary Celebration to celebrate the works of prolific Tarbert poet, George 
Campbell Hay.  

Using the poetry of George Campbell Hay for inspiration and the area around Tarbert as 
material, create a series of photographic images to be exhibited at the Centenary event 
and be available for possible use in the Centenary book/CD cover 

Anyone interested is encouraged to register for these creative workshops. During the 
workshops participants will be given advice on locations, photographic technique, hints 
and tips and post-production practices will be available throughout each workshop.  

Participants will have the opportunity to exhibit at the centenary concert in Tarbert on 5 
December 2015. 

Kevin MacKaveney who has worked as portrait wedding photographer and lives and 
teaches locally in Tarbert will lead the photographic workshops. 

 
Workshop dates: 2-3 May, 30-31 May, 5-6 September, 3-4 October, 31 October - 1 
November, 21-22 November 
Cost: £25 per weekend 
For more information or to register for the workshops email: gchcc@outlook.com 

 


